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ABC Recording Form 
Observer: Chris B.     Student: Eddie  Date & Time: 
Routine/Setting (Subject, gym, hall, etc.):_

10/21/20-- 1:00-1:05 
Social Studies; Large Group Instruction & Small Group work_ 

 
What to 

Look for: 
(from FBA 
Interview 
summary) 

Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
Large Group 
Instruction 

Staff Directive 

 

Talking back to 
teacher; yelling; 
standing out of desk 

Gain negative attention 
(adult or peer) 

# Time:  Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
1 1:00 Large group instruction 

Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 
Teacher not in classroom; late 
for class 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Peer walks in and bumps Eddie’s 
folder off desk on to floor 

 
“Excuse me” in a sarcastic 
tone 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
Peer whispers back response “You’re 
excused” 
 

2  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 
Teacher not in classroom; late 
for class 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Peer whispers back response “You’re 
excused” 
 

 
“I’ll excuse you right in the 
mouth” 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
Peer Ignores; no response 
 

3  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 
Teacher walks in late to class 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Pass in your homework: 
 

 
“What homework?” 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
T: “The Homework due every 
Monday” 
 

4  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “The Homework due every 
Monday” 
 

 
“Since when?” 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:   
T: “Eddie, since the beginning of the 
year” 

5  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Eddie, since the beginning of the 
year” 

 
“Not since I’ve been here” 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
No Response: Ignores comment. … 
but seeking adult attention 
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# Time:  Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
6  Large group instruction 

Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
No response from teacher: Ignored 
student comment 
 

 
“Are you calling me a liar?” 
– louder, more emotional 
tone 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
T: “No, I’m just telling you” 
 

7  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “No, I’m just telling you” 
 

 
“You never told me”… 
getting up out of his seat 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Just sit down” & walks toward 
Eddie 
 

8  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Just sit down” & walks toward 
Eddie 
 

 
Sits back down in seat 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
No response 

9 
 

 Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Get out your books, pair up….” 

Follows directive to open 
book 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
No response 

10  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Peer looks his way, doesn’t even say 
anything about being a partner 

“I’m not working with any of 
you idiots” 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other _Peer Rejection

Other/Notes:  
_ 

No response from peer 

11  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Tries to get to work on assigned task, 
but cannot do it by himself 

Gets out of seat to peak at 
peers works 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other _answers to work
Adult Attention Avoided 

__ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ______________ 

Other/Notes:  
Seeking answer, but peer pulls book 
away 
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General Observation Notes
Teacher consistently responds to student engaging & continuing power struggle; student escalates emotional/personal nature of 
comments to teacher when student doesn’t get desired attention. 

: 

Peers do not want to work with Eddie – Eddie seems to try to pre-empt peer rejection 
Student focused on the work and seemed to attempt to do the work, but realized he couldn’t do it… then tried to get answers from 
peers.  
In his final comments… Eddie comments are directed to the teacher seemingly wanting the teacher to help him with the work 
 

ABC OBSERVATION SUMMARY 
Routine/Activity Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
DURING

Social Studies: 
Unstructured 
time (teacher 
late), large group 
instruction & 
small group work 

… WHEN

Teacher gives a directive, 
correction or task 

… THE STUDENT WILL

Negative comments 

… BECAUSE THIS HAPPENS

Teacher responds providing attention 

… 

So, the Pay-Off/Function for the 
student is to Get or
 

 Avoid (circle one): 

What?_1. Teacher Attention &  

How likely is it that this Summary of Behavior accurately explains the identified behavior occurring? 
            Not real sure                                                                        100% Sure/No Doubt 

1  2  3  4  5  6 
 

12  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Peer pulls book away 

“What’s your problem?” Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other __answer to problem
Adult Attention Avoided 

_ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other _____________ 

Other/Notes:  
Peer says “Do it yourself” – but didn’t 
get the answer he wanted 

13  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Can’t do work, and peers won’t help 
him 

“You think you can make 
me” shouts out loud directed 
to teacher 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other _wanted help/attention 

from teacher
Adult Attention Avoided 

____ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ______________ 

Other/Notes:  
No response from teacher or peers 

14 1:05 Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Can’t do work, and peers won’t help 
him; not response from teacher 

“What are you looking at?” 
Directed to teacher 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other _wanted help/attention 

from teacher
Adult Attention Avoided 

____ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ______________ 

Other/Notes:  
No response from teacher or peers 

 
TALLY 

ABC Results 
 

Within each column (Activity/Trigger/Outcome) identify the most frequently observed event & write it next 
to #1 in the corresponding box below. Total the number of observed occurrences of #1 in the numerator of 
the ratio… & the total intervals observed in the ratio denominator (Ratio=  # occurred / # total intervals) 

Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
#1 – Unstructured time  
    Ratio  _8 /14

#1 – Given Directive or 
Task      Ratio __ 

Negative comments  
11 /14 

#1 – Adult Attention 
Provided    Ratio  7/ 14 


	How likely is it that this Summary of Behavior accurately explains the identified behavior occurring?

