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ABC Recording Form 
Observer: Chris B.     Student: AT  Date & Time: 
Routine/Setting (Subject, gym, hall, etc.):_

4/13/20-- 11:20-11:45 
GenEd Reading:  AT is doing independent reading while 

teacher is leading small Group Reading instruction with other students     

 
What to 

Look for: 
(from FBA 
Interview 
summary) 

Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
Independent reading Reading tasks are too hard, 

independent reading 
Work refusal, 
Distracting others, 
throwing things, 
chasing, crawling on 
floor 

Get adult attention (talking 
w/ her, problem solving)  &     
Avoid difficult reading 
tasks 

# Time:  Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
1 11:20-

11:22 
Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 
Teacher working with small 
reading group; remaining 
students expected to engage in 
independent reading 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Two minutes to find a book, then 
find seat” 

 
Looking for book 
 
Has book & goes to seat 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other __Book
Adult Attention Avoided 

______ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
No Response 
 

2  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 
 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “AT get to reading your book” 
 

 
Picks up book for 3 seconds 
then puts book down 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
Teacher walks away & AT stops 
reading 

3 11:22 – 
11:23 

Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 
 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Task = independent reading from 
book student selected from classroom 

 
Plays w/ rubber band 
Talks w/ peer 
Playing w rubber band 
Looking through desk 
Out of seat walking to seat 
 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
 

4  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “AT what are you doing?” 
 

 
Returns to desk 
Sitting at desk 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:   
No Response 

5  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
 

 
Out of seat picking another 
book 
Picked book & returned to 
seat 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other __Book
Adult Attention Avoided 

____ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
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# Time:  Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
6 11:25 – 

11:32 
Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Supposed to be doing independent 
reading 

Flipping through book (not 
reading; looking at picture) 
Stands up at desk 
Sits down 
Playing w rubber band 
Looking around room; 
squirming in seat 
Out of seat – organizes boxes 
of magazines on table 
Returns to seat 
Out of seat; returns books 
and picks a new book 
 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
 

7  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “What are you doing over there? 
Get back to your desk” 
 

 
Returns to seat 
 
 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
No response 
 

8  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “Just sit down” & walks toward 
Eddie 
 

 
Flipping through book 
“Aladdin”, looking at 
pictures, not reading 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes: 

9 
 

 Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
T: “I’m going to read aloud, put 
books away” If you want to draw you 
can 

Quickly follows directions; 
returns book, gets drawing 
materials & returns to seat  

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ___________ 

Other/Notes:  
Independent reading is over; gets to 
draw and listen to teacher read aloud 

10  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Teacher starts reading aloud from 
book 

Sitting, listening, drawing Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other ____________ 
Adult Attention Avoided 
Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other _____________ 

Other/Notes:  
No response 

11  Large group instruction 
Small group work 
 Independent work 
Unstructured time 

Specify: 

Given task/asked question 
Given directive/correction 
 Isolated (No attention) 
 No activity/unclear directions 
Peer Comment 
With Peers 
Preferred activity removed 
Transition: Change in activity 

Other/Notes:  
Title I Asst arrives at door & calls for 
student to go to Title I Reading 

 
Student leaves class for Title 
I 

Adult Attention Provided 
Peer Attention Provided 
Got Preferred Activity/Item 
Got Other _goes to Title I
Adult Attention Avoided 

__ 

Peer Attention Avoided 
Task/Activity Avoided 
Avoided Other ______________ 

Other/Notes:  
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General Observation Notes
AT engages in a broad variety of avoidance behavior with very infrequent redirects to return to work. The behaviors were not really 
disruptive or problematic, just not reading. She did respond quickly to redirection from the teacher. 

: 

She did not really engage in any independent reading… at best she flipped through a book looking at the pictures. 
There were also a number of other students engaging in off-task behavior throughout much of the independent reading time. 
 

ABC OBSERVATION SUMMARY 
Routine/Activity Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
DURING

GenEd Reading: 
when asked to do 
independent 
reading while 
teacher is 
working with 
small group 

… WHEN

Expected to engage in 
independent reading of 
book selected from the 
classroom 

… THE STUDENT WILL

Play with items at desk 
(rubber band), get out of 
seat, wander around room, 
cleaned up magazine area, 
get a drink, talk with peers 

… BECAUSE THIS HAPPENS

Infrequent responses from teacher 
allows student to engage in off-task 
behaviors 

… 

So, the Pay-Off/Function for the 
student is to Get or
 

 Avoid (circle one): 

What?_Independent Reading___  

How likely is it that this Summary of Behavior accurately explains the identified behavior occurring? 
            Not real sure                                                                        100% Sure/No Doubt 

1  2  3  4  5  6 
 

 
TALLY 

ABC Results 
 

Within each column (Activity/Trigger/Outcome) identify the most frequently observed event & write it next 
to #1 in the corresponding box below. Total the number of observed occurrences of #1 in the numerator of 
the ratio… & the total intervals observed in the ratio denominator (Ratio=  # occurred / # total intervals) 

Activity/Task Trigger/Antecedent Behavior Outcome/Consequence 
#1 – Unstructured time  
    Ratio  11 /11

#1 – Given Directive or 
Task      Ratio __ 

Out of seat, plays w 
items at desk, etc.  11 /11 

#1 – Avoids independent 
reading    Ratio  5/ 11 


	How likely is it that this Summary of Behavior accurately explains the identified behavior occurring?

